MEN OF POWER
passion. In this pamphlet and succeeding ones on the
same subject, he appeals to Parliament to reconsider the
laws of the country concerning marriage and divorce.
He examines the reasons for marriage and for sexual
intercourse in marriage and holds that rightly used such
intercourse is normal and healthful for both body and
spirit He emphasizes the difference between love and
lust and insists that the high purpose of marriage can-
not be fulfilled between a man and a woman until their
hopes and ideals, their aspirations and purposes, coa-
lesce. Where such coalescence is impossible, their phys-
ical union is but a brutish congress and their marriage
no real marriage but only "two carcasses chained un-
naturally together." It were better for both and for the
state that such a marriage be dissolved and a divorce
granted.
These pamphlets circulated throughout England and
far exceeded in sale the first volume of Milton's poems
(containing "L'Allegro," "II Penseroso," "Comus,"
and "Lycidas") published about the same time. His
views on marriage and divorce aroused heated debates
but changed no laws. They succeeded apparently in
nothing but turning the Presbyterians against Milton,
Not once in all the divorce pamphlets does Milton
mention his own bitter experience; he was much too
dignified and too proud for that Nor was he trying
to change the laws of England simply to justify a
divorce which he wanted for himself. Rather, he wanted
to save thousands of other lives from the wreck which
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